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PRE-TAKEOFF 
 

PANEL ..............................................  SCAN 
THEN 

TRIM ....................................................  SET 
THROTTLE FRICTION ........................  SET 
MIXTURE ...........................................  RICH 
PRIMER .......................................  LOCKED 
FUEL PUMP ..........................................  ON 
FUEL SELECTOR .........................  CHECK 
FUEL QUANTITY ...................... CHECKED 
FUEL CAPS ..........................................  ON 
FLAPS .................................................  SET 
ENG INSTS ............................... CHECKED  
FLT INSTS .....................  CHECKED & SET 
SWITCHES ..........................................  SET 
CIRCUIT BREAKERS ............................. IN 
FLT CONTROLS .......   FREE & CORRECT 
CARB HEAT ........................................  OFF 
SEAT BELT .................................  SECURE  
DOORS ....................CLOSED & LATCHED 
WINDOWS ...................................  SECURE 
EFATO .............................................  BRIEF 

HOLDING POINT 
DG / COMPASS ............................  CHECK 
AIRWAYS CLEARANCE .........  RECEIVED  
TXPDR .................................................  ALT 
ANTI-COLL & LDG LGTS .....................  ON 
TRAFFIC ........................................  CLEAR 

“READY” or “LINING UP” 

AFTER TAKEOFF  
(min 500 ft agl) 

 

FLAP .....................................................  UP 
FUEL PUMP ........................................  OFF 
FUEL PRESS ................................  CHECK 
ENG INSTS ...................................  CHECK 

CRUISE 
LDG LGT .............................................  OFF 
C.L.E.A.R.O. CHKS .............. COMMENCE 

PRE-LANDING  
PARK BRAKE .................................  OFF 
BRAKE PRESS .........................  CHECK 
U’CARRIAGE .............................. DOWN  
MIXTURE .......................................  RICH 
FUEL PUMP ...................................... ON 
FUEL SELECTOR .......  FULLEST TANK 
SEAT BELT .............................. FASTEN 
 

FINALS 
MIXTURE .......................................  RICH 
PROP (IF APPLIC) .........................  FINE 
U’CARRAIGE ............................  GREEN 
FLAPS .............................................  SET 
LDG CLEARANCE ............... RECEIVED 

AFTER LANDING  
RADIO ............................................  SMC 
TXPDR ..........................................  STBY 
FUEL PUMP ....................................  OFF 
ANTI-COLL LGTS ...........................  OFF 
LDG LGTS ............................. AS REQ’D 
CARB HEAT.....................................  OFF 
MIXTURE ........................................  TAXI 
FLAPS ...............................................  UP 
TRIM ......................................  NEUTRAL 

“CANCEL SAR” 
SHUTDOWN 

PARK BRAKE ................................... ON 
THROTTLE ............................  1000 RPM 
AVIONICS ........................................  OFF 
LGTS ...............................................  OFF 
MIXTURE .......................  IDLE CUT OFF 
MAGNETOS ....................................  OFF 
MASTER ..........................................  OFF 
DOCUMENTS .....................  COMPLETE  
CONTROLS .............................  SECURE 
ANTI-THEFT DEVICE ................  FITTED 

“CANCEL SAR” 
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PIPER PA-38 TOMAHAWK 

NORMAL CHECKLIST 
 
 
 

PRE START 
DOCUMENTS ........................COMPLETED 
PRE-FLIGHT ........................ COMPLETED 
STATIC DRAIN ..........................  DRAINED 
STATIC SOURCE ......................  NORMAL 
PAX BRIEF ........................... COMPLETED 
CABIN DOORS . .......................... .CLOSED   
OVERHEAD LATCH ................  ENGAGED 
SEATS .........................................  LOCKED   
SEAT BELT .................................  SECURE 
INSTRUMENTS ................. SET/CHECKED 
CIRCUIT BREAKERS .........................  SET 
CARB HEAT .......................................   OFF 
FUEL SELECTOR ................ LEAST TANK 
FLAPS ...................................................  UP 
TRIM ....................................................  SET 
SWITCHES ..........................................  OFF 
MASTER ................................................  ON 
ATIS ..............................................  COPIED 
RADIOS ...............................................  OFF 
DEPARTURE BRIEF ..............  COMPLETE 

ENGINE START 
PARK BRAKE .....................................  SET 
PRIME .......................................  AS REQ’D 
FUEL PUMP ..........................................  ON 
THROTTLE ............................  OPEN ½ CM 
MIXTURE ...........................................  RICH 
PROP ...............................................CLEAR 

“CLEAR PROP” 
START ................................  SET 1000RPM 
OIL PRESS ..................... WITHIN 30 SECS 

AFTER START 
FUEL PUMP ....................................  OFF 
FUEL PRESS ............................  CHECK 
PRIMER ...................................  LOCKED  
MIXTURE ........................................  TAXI  
ALTERNATOR ...................  CHARGING 
ALT WARN LIGHT ..........................  OFF 
VACUUM ...........................  INDICATING 
TURN & BANK PWR .................  CHECK 
RADIOS & NAVAIDS ............  ON & SET 
TXPDR ..........................................  STBY 
FLT INST ........................ CHECK & SET 

RADIO CALL 
TAXIING 

BRAKES ....................................  CHECK 
STEERING .................................  CHECK 
INSTRUMENTS .........................  CHECK 

ENGINE RUNUP 
SURFACE ................................... CLEAR 
PARK BRAKE .................................  SET 
FUEL SELECTOR .......  FULLEST TANK 
MIXTURE ........................................  TAXI 
THROTTLE ............................  1800 RPM 
MAGNETOS ........... CHECK   R THEN L  

(Max drop 175 / Diff 50) 
VACUUM ...................................  CHECK  
ENG INSTS.................................  CHECK 
CARB HEAT ..............................  CHECK 
THROTTLE .......................  IDLE CHECK 
THROTTLE  ............................  1000RPM  


